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Region F Directors  

Pat & Marie Beaudoin  

586 -532 -7724  
gwtaregionf@yahoo.com  

March is here and that means only about 2 months more before we 
can really start riding again. Boy we can not wait until then!   
 
Donôt forget Daylight Savings time begins March 14 to turn your clocks 
back. 
 
Region F would like to take this time to give a big Thanks to Ronnie 
and Kathe Vaughn for representing Region F as the 2009 Family of 
the Year. This couple goes above and beyond for GWTA. When ever 
we needed help they where there for us. Thanks Again Ronnie and 
Kathe for all you dedication to GWTA. 
 
Marie & I want to thank all the couples that submitted their resumes 
for Region F Family of the Year. Dan & Maureen Kunz from CH H MI. 
Bill & Linda Lutz CH Z IN and Ben & Janie Crowe Ch P KY. After 
going over the couples wonderful resumes that were submitted. The 
decision was unanimous on the next couple to represent Region F. 
We would like to congratulate Ben & Janie Crowe from Kentucky!  We 
know this couple will do a great job at representing Region F.  
 
Our Region has two position openings. First we are going to have a 
special election for a new Board Rep for our region. The second is 
new Michigan State Directors. Below is the information about these 
openings. 
 
Marie & I would like to thank all the members of Region F for the fund 
raising efforts we had last month. We can not say enough about your 
dedication to GWTA. When we asked for your help you the members 
stepped up to the plate.  
 
Thanks for all you do! 
Pat & Marie 
 
 
 



Michigan State Directors Position  
 
 

Are you looking for something that is fun filled, with opportunity to travel?  Well then this is the right position for 
you as the next Michigan State Directors!   
 
As you know Norm and Sandy Helfer our Michigan State Directors will be stepping down after the 2010 Michigan 
State Rally in June.  And we are looking for their replacements.  
 
This position can be very rewarding, just ask Norm and Sandy.  
 
If you think you might be interested or have some questions on this exciting and rewarding position. Please 
contact Michigan State Directors Norm and Sandy Helfer or Region F Directors Pat & Marie Beaudoin.  
 
Do not miss out on a great opportunity to help your Michigan GWTA 
Family! 
 
 
Michigan State Directors                    Region F Directors 
Norm & Sandy Helfer                          Pat & Marie Beaudoin 
517-694-4665                                       586-532-7724 
Helfer797@comcast.net                     gwtaregionf@yahoo.com 
 
 
  

                                                                                            
Region F Special Election 

 
Region F Members, 
  
  Ed Davis Chairman of the BOD is conducting a Special Election for Region F.   
March 1, 2010 through March 31, 2010 is the nomination period with the election 
following in April.  
 
If you are interested in Representing Region F please fill out the attached self 
nomination form and send it to the National Office.  
  
Any questions about this position please feel free to contact us or Ed Davis. 
Attached is the self nomination form for the Region F BOD Special Election.  
  
Thanks for all you do!                                                
 
Pat & Marie Beaudoin                                     Ed Davis 
Region F Directors                                           Chairman of the BOD 
586-532-7724                                                       530-673-7451 

mailto:Helfer797@comcast.net
mailto:gwtaregionf@yahoo.com


Gold Wing Touring Association 

2010 Notice of Special Election 
 

Members from Region F will elect a Regional Representative to the Board of Directors in this election. 

The term of office will be from May 1, 2010 to December 31, 2011. If you reside in Region F and would 

like to run for the position of Regional Representative to the Board of Directors, please complete the self 

nomination form below and mail to the address indicated. Mail the completed form with proof of 

ownership of an operable Honda Gold Wing motorcycle, a photograph of yourself, and a resume only to 
arrive on or before March 31, 2010. Self-nominations received after that date will not be considered. 

GWTA 2010 Special Election 

P.O. Box 42403 

Indianapolis, IN 46242-0403 

Anyone who would like to serve the membership in this capacity is urged to self-nominate for this election. 

The Gold Wing Touring Association is unique in that the governing body is elected from the membership. 

Every member in good standing that is the registered owner of an operable Honda Gold Wing motorcycle is 

eligible to run for a position on the Board of Directors. 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Gold Wing Touring Association 

Self-Nomination Form for Board of Directors 
 

 

Name:_______________________________ Membership Number_____________ 

 

I would like to self-nominate for a position on the Board of Directors 

If elected: 

1. I understand that the Board of Directors is the governing body of the Gold Wing Touring 

Association. As a Board Member I will fulfill my tenure in office as a professional whose highest 

priority is to the association and its members. I will endeavor to the best of my ability to help 

guide GWTA to a productive and meaningful future. 

2. I will attend the annual Board of Directors meeting scheduled each year during my term. I will 

make every effort to attend the National Rally, ñGold Rushò each year to meet with and address 
the membership at large. 

3. I will maintain a current membership during my tenure in office. I understand that should my 

membership lapse, I automatically forfeit my position on the Board. 

4. I assume full responsibility for my campaign and pledge to conduct that campaign within the 

guidelines of fair play, honesty and respect for my fellow candidates. 

5. Should I move from the region from which I was elected as a regional representative to the Board, 

I will notify the Chairman of the Board and declare my position vacant. 

6. I will submit proof of ownership of an operable Honda Gold Wing motorcycle to the Chairman of 

the Board. 

 

Year________ Model_________ Serial Number____________________ 
 

I declare my candidacy for the position of Board Director for the Gold Wing Touring Association. 

Please Mark One 

I declare my candidacy for Board of Directors member from Region: 

F___ 

 

 

Signed______________________________________ Date______________________ 



        From Your Rider Educator     
 
 
In mid February I attended a Motorcycle Safety Round Table sponsored by SMARTER (Skilled 
Motorcyclist Association ï Responsible, Trained and Educated Riders - www.smarter-usa.org) that was 
hosted by the Alpha Training Center, a private provider of motorcycle safety courses in Lansing, 
Michigan.  The event featured several speakers who spoke about motorcycle safety, training programs, 
awareness efforts, highway safety, traffic crash statistics and health issues related to injuries as a result 
of traffic crashes including those involving motorcycles.  The speakers included Michigan Secretary of 
State Terri Lynn Land, Michael Prince, Director of the Office of Highway Safety Planning ï Michigan 
State Police, Michael Dabbs, President/CEO of the Brain Injury Association of Michigan, Jimmy Hunter, 
an injured and still recovering motorcyclist from Muskegon, Michigan who was advocating full gear 
riding apparel, Dan Petterson, President/CEO of SMARTER and Amy Kraus, Owner/Operator of the 
Alpha Training Center.  Absent was Bill Gossard, Motorcycle Safety Program Coordinator with the 
National Transportation Safety Board who was unable to make it out of snowbound Washington D.C. 
for the meeting.  Participants listening to the presentations and later taking part in small group 
discussions included a wide range of individuals concerned with traffic safety representing the Michigan 
Department of State, Michigan State Police, Michigan Department of Transportation, Michigan 
Insurance Company representatives, Health Care/Trauma/Rehabilitation representatives, Researchers 
with the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute and highway safety advocates. 
 
Some of the statistical information that was presented by the Office of Highway Safety Planning 
regarding motorcycle crash data should give us all a reason to ride more cautiously and included some 
of the following facts.  Male drivers dominated the number of crashes, with approximately 45 percent of 
the motorcycle crashes being single vehicle accidents while the remaining 55 percent involved a 
collision with another vehicle.  The number of motorcycle fatalities for 2009 is still uncertified at 103 with 
the final certification coming during the spring of 2010 after all traffic crash data has been compiled.  
This number is down from the 125 motorcycle fatalities that occurred in 2008.  During 2009 there were 
369 motorcycle and deer collisions, with 10 motorcyclist fatalities as a result of those collisions.  
Statistics show that upwards of one third of motorcycle fatalities involve the use of alcohol or drugs by 
the motorcycle operator.  The metro Detroit area sees a higher number of fatal crashes than the 
outstate Detroit areas.  Another interesting fact that was presented, was that nationally, statistics show 
that motorcyclists are involved in traffic crashes more often when they are operating a different 
motorcycle than the one they are normally accustomed to riding, and that often times a traffic crash 
occurs either early in the ride or close to home.  Additional information and statistical data regarding 
Michigan Traffic Crash Facts can be found on the internet at http://www.michigantrafficcrashfacts.org 
where the Office of Highway Safety Planning has compiled a large amount of statistical information as 
a PDF document. After listening to presentations from the featured speakers, we broke for lunch and 
had the opportunity to get to know the other participants who had come to Lansing for the round table 
meeting.  Following lunch, we broke into small groups for discussions and after brainstorming a 

http://www.michigantrafficcrashfacts.org/


particular topic, each small group shared their ideas with the larger group.  Our discussion areas 
included the following topics:  Working to Retain Michiganôs Lifesaving Helmet Law, Working to Change 
the Motorcyclists Image and Culture and finally Working Together to Save Lives.  I might add at this 
point, that Michigan is the only state within Region F that has a mandatory all 
rider helmet law, a law that has been in place since 1969.  Annually, ABATE (American Bikers Aimed 
Towards Education) with membership in Michigan that represents less than one percent of Michiganôs 
licensed/endorsed riders, lobbies Michigan Legislators to modify or repeal Michiganôs all rider helmet 
law.  SMARTER along with the Heads First Collation of health care representatives and insurance 
companies does not believe that ABATE accurately represents the best interests of all Michigan 
motorcyclists.  Therefore as a group, they are working jointly to make the facts known to Michigan 
Legislators, that helmets do indeed save lives and modifications to the existing law will ultimately 
increase injuries, cost lives, and consume personal, taxpayer and corporate dollars as a result.  This 
does not include the suffering an individual family must deal with when a dehabiliting injury or fatality 
occurs. 
  
As an individual and safety awareness advocate, I was pleased to be invited to participate in the round 
table discussions and I believe there were a lot of good presentations and discussions that took place 
that day.  Overall, my presence at the meeting has nothing to do with GWTA, which is a social fraternal 
motorcycle organization.  We as a group place an emphasis on rider education and practicing safety 
skills, whether we ride individually or as an association.  And regardless of when we ride, individually or 
as an association, we must abide by the laws of the states in which we choose to ride.  Personally, I 
support helmet usage and Michiganôs all rider helmet law.  To me it makes just as much sense as our 
stateôs all passenger seat belt usage law, the life preserver laws for Michigan boaters or hunters 
wearing safety orange during Michiganôs firearm deer hunting season.  As a safe rider, I view it as part 
of our personal protection package. 
 
Next month, as we get closer to the beginning of the 2010 motorcycling season, I have some 
information that I picked up at a Gold Rush seminar last year in Lexington regarding motorcycle 
helmets that I would like to share with the membership in my monthly article.  So as the temperature 
gets warmer, the days get longer and the riding season inches closer, stay tuned for more safe riding 
tips.  Iôd like to remind each of our members that before you hop on the motorcycle at the spur of the 
moment on that first nice day, to be sure and take some time to do a preseason ride inspection before 
you take off.  By checking the tires, brakes, controls, battery, lights and fluids, you will insure that the 
motorcycle is street ready to take you for a safe and enjoyable ride.  If your license plate expired over 
the winter, donôt forget to add your registration tab to the plate before you take off if you havenôt done 
so already and remember to contact your insurance company to restart your insurance if you have had 
your coverage reduced to storage only.   Information and ideas for a preseason inspection can be 
found on the Michigan Motorcycle Awareness website at www.michigan-motorcycle-awarenss.org.  
 
Remember, safety first, fun second and destination friendship always. 
 
Eric Larson 
Region F Rider Education Director                                        

                                                        

http://www.michigan-motorcycle-awarenss.org/


Here is a couple of pictures of Eric in action at the Michigan Winter Weekend! 
Thanks Eric for your decication to Rider Education. 

 

                                   

 

 

 

 
 

Joe & Denise Stradley receving their level 4 Rider Education pins at Chapter M meeting.  

 

 

 



 

2010 Up Coming Events 

 
Donôt forget to get your regisrations in!  

 
 

                                                 
Region F Rally 

Friday Night Movie under the Stars 
Saturday Night Dinner  

June 11-13, 2010 
Richmond, Indiana 

 
 

Gold Rush XXIII 
Medieval Times 
July 19-22, 2010 

Billings, MT 

 



 

 




